Clinical study of elderly patients with Meniere's and related diseases.
In order to study the characteristics of elderly patients (70 or over at onset) with endolymphatic hydrops disorders, we selected six patients with Meniere's disease (MD), five patients with delayed endolymphatic hydrops (DEH), and two patients with syphilis of the labyrinth (SL) from 7112 patients who had visited the Neurotological Clinic of the Toyama Medical and Pharmaceutical University Hospital during 1979-1998. Clinical features were characterized as follows: (1) Since 1990, the proportion of elderly patients increased as lifespans lengthened. (2) A narrow fluctuation in hearing, low positive rate on glycerol test, high positive rate of dominant-SP in EcochG, and the moderate abnormal rate of the oculomotor system tests were found. (3) The prognosis was relatively good. From these neurotological observations, it could be concluded that elderly patients with endolymphatic hydrops disorders were characterized by the multipathological finding of the endolymphatic hydrops and the complications of CNS disorders.